	Bacteria Contaminated Water Safety 



	Hazards Identified


	· Fever, severe stomach cramping, bloody diarrhea and vomiting

· Fecal Coliform contamination can lead to life-threatening E. coli infections



	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment


	· Good hand hygiene

	Hazard-Specific Training
	· None identified



	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· None identified

	Safe Work Practice 



	Introduction

Water for drinking, cooking and for other domestic uses should be of good quality - free from organisms that may cause disease and from substances that may pose a health risk. Harmful bacteria or chemicals can be present in drinking water that tastes, looks, and smells acceptable. 

When a boil water advisory is issued or a client indicates that the water is unsafe, it is usually due to the presence of bacteria in the water supply. The presence of Total Coliform or Fecal Coliform in water is a health risk. Holding water at a rolling boil for at least 1 minute will inactivate all waterborne pathogenic micro-organisms.

The following safe practices are a guide for when this occurs.  Always notify your Supervisor as soon as possible when you are told the water is unsafe, or you hear that a boil order has been issued.

Using Water in the Home During

A Boil Water Advisory

Total Coliforms Present and Fecal Coliforms Absent


	·  To Disinfect Water:

· Bring water to a rapid, rolling boil and continue to boil for at least one minute.

· Rinse a clean storage container with the boiled water. 

· Pour the boiled water into the container, cover and store in the refrigerator.

· Use Boiled Water for:

· Drinking

· Making juice or other beverages from concentrate, infant formulas and ice cubes 

· Food preparation – washing food that will be consumed uncooked such as fruit and vegetables

· Cooking

· Brushing teeth

· Boiled water is NOT necessary for:

· Washing and bathing of adults, adolescents and older children. Avoid swallowing water. 

· Toddlers and Infants should be sponge bathed only.

· Laundry

· Washing floors

· Dishes when rinsed with hot water and air-dried. Or, safe to use dishwasher if washed on a ‘hot /sanitize’ cycle

· Treatment units on taps and water lines cannot be depended upon to adequately disinfect water



	Using Water in the Home During

A  Waterborne Outbreak
Total Coliforms Present and Fecal Coliforms Present


	· To Disinfect Water:

· Water will need to be disinfected by boiling or adding household bleach that contains chlorine.  See the following table for instructions.



	
	Method
	Amount
	Time

	Boiling
	Bring Water to a rolling boil and continue to boil for at least 1 minute


	
	Boil for at least one minute

	Adding Bleach
	Use household bleach (5.25% sodium hypochlorite)

a. For washing dishes

b. For washing hands

c. For bathing in the bathtub

d. For whirlpool tubs
	20 ml of bleach per 10 liters of water

1 ml per litre of water

3 oz (85 ml) of bleach per standard tub

Follow manufacturer’s instructions

	Mix. Wash and rinse in hot water. Soak dishes in solution for one (1) minute. Air dry.
Mix. Let sit for ten (10) minutes before using
Mix. Let sit for ten (10) minutes before using

	· Always USE BOILED WATER for:

· Drinking

· Making juice or other beverages from concentrate, infant formulas  and ice cubes 

· Food preparation – washing food that will be consumed uncooked such as fruit and vegetables and cooking

· Brushing teeth

· Preparing percolated coffee

· Boiled or Bleached water should be used for:

· All personal hygiene including bathing 

· Washing and rinsing dishes. Or, safe to use dishwasher if washed on a ‘hot /sanitize’ cycle

· Humidifiers



	Using Water in the Home During

A Waterborne Outbreak

Total Coliforms Present and Fecal Coliforms Present



	· HANDWASHING: Hands are NOT to be washed with tap water. Hands must be washed in a dilute solution of household bleach and water (see table) or with a hand sanitizer.  If you have visible contamination on your hands, they must be cleaned before using the sanitizer.  Hand sanitizers are not effective if hands are wet or visibly contaminated.  You can remove visible soiling with a disposable wipe, or wash your hands in tap water as per normal protocol, then use the hand sanitizer.

· Showering is not recommended when fecal Coliforms are present

· It is NOT necessary to use disinfected water for:

· Laundry

· Washing floors and other household cleaning
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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