	Fire Extinguishers



	Hazards Identified


	· Chemical and/or heat burns

· Hand exposure to dangerous levels of cold from metal parts of CO2 extinguishers

· Smoke and/or poisonous gases inhalation

· Unconsciousness or death



	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment


	· None indicated



	Hazard-Specific Training
	· Fire Safety Training including proper technique and use of a fire extinguisher



	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Fire Extinguishers Procedure

· Fire Safety Procedure



	Safe Work Practice

	· All fires can be very dangerous and life-threatening. Your safety should always be your primary concern when attempting to fight a fire.

· Familiarize yourself with the location, classification, and operating instructions of the fire extinguishers present in each home.

· Never place yourself or others in jeopardy. 

· Any sort of fire will produce some amount of carbon monoxide, the most deadly gas produced by a fire. 
· Materials such as wool, silk, nylon and some plastics can produce other highly toxic gases such as carbon dioxide, hydrogen cyanide, or hydrogen chloride. Beware - all of these can be fatal.

Before deciding to use a fire extinguisher, be certain that: 
· The fire is small – no larger than that size of a wastebasket, and not spreading. A fire can double in size within two or three minutes. 

· You have the proper fire extinguisher for what is burning. 

· The fire won't block your exit if you can't control it. A good way to ensure this is to keep the exit at your back. 

· You know your fire extinguisher works. 
· You know how to use the fire extinguisher. There's not enough time to read instructions when a fire occurs.
· If you have the slightest doubt, do not fight the fire. Leave immediately.

How to Fight a Fire Safely: 
· Always stand with an exit at your back. 

· Stand several feet away from the fire, moving closer once the fire starts to diminish. 

· Use a sweeping motion and aim at the base of the fire. 

· If possible, use a "buddy system" to have someone back you up or call for help if something goes wrong. 

· Be sure to watch the area for a while to ensure it doesn't re-ignite. 
· Do not walk on an area that you have "extinguished" in case the fire reignites or the extinguisher runs out!

Never Fight a Fire If: 
· The fire is spreading rapidly. Only use a fire extinguisher when the fire is in its early stages. If the fire is already spreading quickly, evacuate and call the fire department. 

· You don't know what is burning. Unless you know what is burning, you won't know what type of fire extinguisher to use. Even if you have an ABC extinguisher, there could be something that will explode or produce highly toxic smoke. 

· You don't have the proper fire extinguisher. The wrong type of extinguisher can be dangerous or life-threatening. 

· There is too much smoke or you are at risk of inhaling smoke. Seven out of ten fire-related deaths occur from breathing poisonous gases produced by the fire. 
Stop Fighting The Fire If:
· Your path of escape is threatened.
· The extinguisher runs out of agent.
· The extinguisher proves to be ineffective. 

· The smoke becomes hazardous.
· You are no longer able to safely fight the fire, 
     THEN immediately leave!  
· After using or just pulling the pin, inform the client or family members to get the extinguisher recharged as soon as possible.
· A typical fire extinguisher contains 10 seconds of extinguishing power.
· Once the fire is out, don't walk away! Watch the area for a few minutes in case it re-ignites.
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organizations SWP.
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