	Fire Extinguishers


	Hazards Identified


	· Chemical and/or heat burns

· Hand exposure to dangerous levels of cold from metal parts of CO2 extinguishers

· Smoke and/or poisonous gases inhalation
· Unconsciousness or death



	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment


	· None indicated



	Hazard-Specific Training
	· Fire Safety Training including proper technique and use of a fire extinguisher



	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Fire Extinguishers Practice

· Fire Safety Procedure



	Safe Work Procedure



	Introduction:

You are not required to fight a fire. If you have the slightest doubt about your control of the situation, DO NOT FIGHT THE FIRE. Alert everyone in the building to evacuate, go to the nearest phone, i.e. a neighbor, and Dial 911.  Fire Extinguishers are only used for small or contained fires.
After quickly determining it is safe to try to extinguish the fire: Using the acronym ‘PASS’:
1. Pull the pin at the top of the fire extinguisher.
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Stand at least a meter away from the fire and Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire.

3. Squeeze the lever slowly or pump the handle. 

4. Sweep from side to side at the base of the fire – not the flames - until the fire is completely out. 
5. Keep a clear escape route – never put the fire between yourself and your exit.

6. Do not walk on an area that you have "extinguished" in case the fire reignites or the extinguisher runs out! An extinguisher typically contains 8 – 30 seconds of extinguishing power.
7. Don’t immediately walk away. Stay near where the fire was extinguished to make sure the fire does not reignite.

8. Check area frequently to ensure the fire is not smoldering and does not reignite. 
9. Seek medical assistance if necessary for yourself or others. 

10. Tell the client or responsible family member to get the extinguisher recharged as soon as possible.

11. Notify your supervisor and document the incident as soon as safely possible.
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP
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