

	Fire Safety 

	Hazards Identified


	· Smoke inhalation

· 1st,2nd, & 3rd degree burns to the body

· Asphyxiation

	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment


	· None Known

· 

	Hazard-Specific Training
	· Fire Safety and using a fire extinguisher training



	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Fire Extinguishers Practice
· Fire Extinguishers Procedure



	Safe Work Procedure



	Each fire situation is different.  When a fire starts or you hear a fire alarm, you need to act fast. Remember, protect yourself from the smoke because if is more apt to kill you than the fire.

NOTE:  You, the worker must make the decision whether it is safe to assist the client or other people to get out of a burning building. Only you can make that judgement.

IF YOU DISCOVER A FIRE: 

IN AN APARTMENT:

· Assess the situation. If it is safe to do so, attempt to put out the fire with a fire extinguisher.  If you are unable to extinguish the fire follow the steps below;
· Tell anyone in the apartment with you to leave.  If safe to do so, assist the client as necessary to leave.  Close all doors behind you.  Do NOT lock them;
· Activate the building fire alarm system, using the closest fire alarm pull station. Yell fire;
· Leave the building using the nearest stairway exit.  DO NOT USE THE ELEVATOR;
· Call the fire department by dialing 911 as soon as safely possible.  Provide the name and address of the building you are in, your name, and the clients name and phone number; AND
· Meet the firefighters at the front entrance and report the fire location.
IF YOU HEAR A FIRE ALARM:

· Check the door to the apartment for heat by feeling the door from bottom to top and the doorknob, with the back of your hand.  If there is smoke coming in around the door, do not open it;
· If there is no smoke, brace yourself and open the door a little.  If you feel air pressure or a hot draft, close the door quickly.  Protect yourself from the smoke; 

·  If you do not find smoke in corridor, exit with the client and go to the nearest stairwell.  DO NOT USE THE ELEVATOR;
· Open the nearest stairwell.  If there is no smoke, exit with your client;
· If there is smoke, do not use the stairwell. Leave the door closed and go to the next closest stairwell with your client and carefully open door to check for smoke. If no smoke, exit the building. Reassure client as needed re safety;
· If there are no stairwells without smoke, go back to the client’s apartment and protect yourself and the client from smoke.

WHEN YOU ARE IN A STAIRWAY:

· If you encounter smoke in the stairway, take the nearest door out.  Find another stairway to use to exit.  If you can’t, bang on apartment doors until you find a place to take shelter;
· Once inside, protect yourself, the client and anyone else present from smoke by sealing cracks where smoke can enter with duct tape, wet towels, etc.
· If you cannot get inside an apartment, stay close to the floor where the air is the cleanest.  Do not try to go up stairwells to safety as smoke usually rises.

IF YOU REMAIN IN THE CLIENT’S APARTMENT:

· Keep the door closed but NOT LOCKED.; 

· Stay in the apartment until you are rescued.  Do not try to leave the apartment a long time after the alarm has sounded.  The risk of heavy smoke is great and will probably have spread to all corridors and stairways;
· Keep smoke from entering the apartment by using tape, preferably duct tape, to seal cracks around the door and place wet towels at the bottom.  Seal vents or air ducts the same way;
· If smoke enters your apartment, telephone the fire department, tell them where you are and then exit with the client to the balcony, if possible;
· If there is no balcony, go the nearest smoke-free room, close the door and seal it with tape and wet towels.  Open the window for fresh air;
· Hang a sheet from the window or balcony or wave a piece of paper, a cloth or whatever else is available, to identify to the rescuers where you and the client are located.  Remain calm, do not panic, and reassure the client as needed.

· Keep low to the floor where the air is cleaner; and,
· Listen for instructions from the firefighters.
IN A HOME:
· Ensure the immediate safety of all persons in the home;
· Dial 911 to report the fire emergency;
· Remove all persons from burning home, if possible;
· If unable to remove client from burning home:

· Seal client’s room to prevent entrance of smoke as much as possible – i.e. lay rolled blanket on floor along bottom of door or use duct tape to seal cracks around the door, vents or air ducts and place wet towels at the bottom.  (use what material is available to you);
· Place client as close to the window as possible and remain with client. Remain calm, do not panic, and reassure the client as needed;
· Hang a sheet from the window or wave a piece of paper, a cloth or whatever else is available, to alert firemen of your location (only as long as safely possible); and,
· If your life is in danger, leave client in sealed room and exit burning building.  Notify firemen of client’s location as soon as fire dept. arrives.
· Do not re-enter the building/home until  authorities indicate that it is safe to do so.


ALL LOCATIONS:
· Contact the Agency / Supervisor as soon as safely possible;
· Agency/ Supervisor may contact next of kin; and
· Complete detailed incident report as soon as possible.
SUPPORT WORKER ON ROUTE OR IN CLIENT’S HOME:

· Utilize your First Aid training,  and/or dial 911 as needed;
· Contact Agency / Supervisor as soon as safely possible; 
· Transport self to nearest medical facility, if possible, for medical attention; and,
· Complete an incident report and WCB report as necessary.
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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