	Home Equipment Safety 

	Hazards Identified
	· Electrical Shock 

· Client and or worker injury

	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment
	· None Identified

	Hazard-Specific Training
	· None Identified

	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Home Equipment Safety, Failure and Repair Procedure

	Safe Work Practice

	· Always inspect equipment prior to use to ensure it is in good repair/ working order. I.e. electrical cords and plugs, wheelchair parts
· Do not use any equipment or appliance that is not in good repair.  E.g. Wheel chair breaks not working, vacuum cord frayed, exposed wires, melted plugs, or burn marks on the prongs.
· Do not attempt to repair equipment.

· Always notify the client or a client’s family member when equipment requires repair or replacement.

· Always notify your Supervisor when a safety hazard is identified including the repair or replacement notification given to the client or family member.
· Do not attempt to use repaired equipment until you can confirm that it has been fixed by a qualified person.
· Do not plug any appliance into a suspected faulty electrical receptacle.
· Do not use power supplies that are close to water sources.

· Ensure hands are completely dry before plugging in or using an electrical appliance. Do not touch if standing on a wet floor and hands are wet.
· Never drape an appliance cord over or into a sink or across a walking area or pathway.

· Ensure the area in which you will be using any electrical device is free of liquid spills. 
· Cords should not be used in close proximity to heat sources where it could become hot, melt, or deteriorate.
· Move all items / objects that can be a safety hazard while working.  E.g. mats, toys, etc.

· Use the equipment only for its intended purpose.

· Follow manufacturer operation instructions for any equipment that you use.

· Do not use equipment that you are not trained to use.

· Always ask the client or client’s family for use and care instructions if you are unfamiliar with the appliance or equipment model. E.g. Dishwasher
· Watch for unusual smells, noises or other sensory incidents that should not be present when operating an appliance.
· Always unplug electrical equipment and before cleaning after use and place in proper storage area.  E.g. toaster, vacuum.
· Ensure client is safely positioned when assistance is completed and place client-used equipment safely within client’s reach for future use. E.g. Walker.
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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