	Household Chemical Emergencies

	Hazards Identified


	· Chemical burns

· Poisoning

· Explosion

· Fire

	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment


	· Household rubber gloves

· Plastic apron

· Protective footwear – enclosed toes and heels

	Hazard-Specific Training
	· Home Support WHMIS 2015 OR
· WHMIS 2015 AND Workplace Hazardous Consumer Products In-service

· Standard First Aid and CPR


	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Household Chemical Safety Practice

	Safe Work Procedure

	A home chemical emergency can occur by accidental exposure or improper use. In fact, most chemical accidents occur in the home, and they can be prevented.

Before using any hazardous, controlled or consumer product, be sure to read the entire product label, including the emergency first aid treatment.

· When a chemical emergency occurs:

· Look for the first aid information found on the supplier label or consumer label of the product you are using.  
· START FIRST AID
· Have someone else call Poison Control if possible so you can start your own first aid immediately. Have the person or you, take the chemical container with you to the nearest phone and call Poison Control    (1-800-565-8161) for further advice.

· Follow the first aid instructions that you receive from Poison Control.  Note: There may be times that the instructions that you receive will not be the same as recommended on the chemical container. 

DO NOT attempt to vomit or eat or drink anything unless instructed to do so by Poison Control.
· If a chemical gets into your eyes, you should immediately:

• Start flushing eyes immediately and ask someone else to call poison control if possible. Delaying first aid even by a minute can greatly increase the likelihood of permanent injury.  
· Flush the eyes with clean lukewarm tap water for a minimum of 20 minutes or until the Poison Control Center tell you to do something different. 

Use whichever of these approaches is quickest to flush the eyes:

· Get in the shower and aim a gentle stream of lukewarm water on forehead over your affected eye. Or direct the stream on the bridge of your nose if both eyes are affected.  Hold your affected eye or eyes open. OR
· Put your head down and turn it to the side.  Then hold your affected eye open under a gently running faucet.
• Wash your hands with soap and water to ensure there are no chemical or soap left on them.  Your first goal is to get the chemical off the surface of your eye, but then you must remove the chemical from your hands.

• Remove contact lenses - if they did not come out during the flush.

· If burned by chemicals, you should immediately call 911 for emergency help.
· Remove clothing and jewelry from around the injury unless sticking to the burn.
· Pour clean, cool water over the burn for at least 20 minutes.
· Loosely cover the burn with a sterile or clean non-adherent dressing so it will not stick to the burn.
· If your skin has been exposed to toxic chemicals, you should:

• Brush powdered chemicals off the skin with a gloved hand or piece of cloth.

· Remove contaminated clothing, being careful not to pull it over your face. Cut the clothing off if necessary.
· Wash your hands, arms, or other body parts that may have been exposed to a toxic chemical. Chemicals will continue to irritate or burn the skin until they are washed off.
• Discard clothing that may have been contaminated by toxic chemicals.  Some chemicals may not wash out completely. Discarding clothes will prevent potential future exposure.

· If you inhale chemical vapour, you should:
· Immediately go outside for and breathe in fresh air
· Dial 911 for assistance if needed
· If you ingest/swallow a chemical, your should:
· Dial 911 or have someone else call
· Do not induce vomiting unless advised by Poison Control to do so.
· If there is danger of a chemical fire or explosion, you should:
• Get out of the building immediately. Do not waste time collecting items or calling the fire department.

• Once you are safely away from danger, call the fire department from outside using a cell phone or a neighbor’s telephone.

• Stay upwind and away from the building to avoid breathing toxic fumes.

· If required and you are safely and able to do so, transport yourself to the nearest medical facility.  If this is not possible, dial 911 for assistance.

· Take the chemical container with you to the medical facility.

· Call your supervisor to report the incident as soon as safely possible.

· Document the incident as soon as possible.

· Promptly provide your supervisor with the incident documentation and if required, complete a Worker’s Compensation Form
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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