	Oxygen Safety

	Hazards Identified


	· Vigorously accelerates combustion leading to fires

· Explosions 

	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment
	· None required



	Hazard-Specific Training
	· Home Oxygen Therapy Training

	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Fire Safety Procedure
· Fire Extinguisher Practice and Procedure

	Safe Work Practice

	· Oxygen itself does not burn. Oxygen can feed a spark or cause anything that is burning to burn hotter and faster. 

· Check to see if “Oxygen In Use” and “No Smoking” signs are posted on the client’s front door and in the room where oxygen is being used.  If these signs are not present, notify your supervisor.

· The designated area (usually the front of the fridge), needs to display the following information:

a).  The name and contact number of the oxygen supply company;

      b). The prescribed oxygen flow rate; and,

      c). The client’s emergency contact person’s name and telephone number.

· When providing respite services, always ask the main caregiver to check the equipment, flow rate and designated information area to ensure everything is working correctly and all necessary emergency information is available to you BEFORE the caregiver leaves the home.

· All smoking materials such as matches, lighters, liquid fluids, cigarettes, pipes, cigars and other forms of ignitable material should be removed from the room.

· If someone attempts to smoke in the home, remind the person that smoking is not allowed while you are in the home and of the dangers of smoking near oxygen equipment.
· Note the location of the all-purpose fire extinguisher or if none, suggest client/family member purchase one. 

· The client should stay at least six - nine feet (2 – 3 meters) away from open flames including lighted cigarettes and strong heat sources. (ie. fireplaces, wood burning stoves, gas stoves).
· Do not use equipment with frayed cords or electrical shorts. They could cause a spark.

· Avoid using electric razors, toothbrushes and hair dryers while using oxygen. 

· Do not use an appliance with a control box. Control boxes may throw sparks, (E.g., heating pad, electric blanket).
· Avoid nylon or woolen clothing because it is more likely to cause static electricity.

· Use a humidifier in winter to add moisture to dry air in your home.
· Oxygen cylinders should not be placed or stored in direct sunlight, or near radiators, heating ducts, steam pipes, or other heat sources. If you notice this is being done, remind the client/ client’s family it is not safe to do so. 

· The client/client family should have oxygen cylinders secured in place, in a secure holder, and in an upright position.  
· Do not use flammable products such as oily lotions, face creams, aerosol sprays, hair products, or lip applications for client care. Oily and petroleum based products, such as petroleum jelly (Vaseline®), Blistex® and Chapstick® damage oxygen equipment and ignite very easily.  Use water-based only such as cocoa butter, K-Y Jelly or aloe vera.
· Keep liquids that may catch fire away from oxygen. This includes cleaning products that contain oil, grease, alcohol or other liquids that can burn.
·  Always keep your hands oil-free when handling oxygen equipment.
· Do not use aerosol sprays near oxygen equipment.  The aerosol spray may be pulled through the oxygen equipment and be inhaled by the client.

· Oxygen is considered a medication and it is prescribed by a physician.  Do not adjust the oxygen flow rate unless you supervisor specifically instructs you to do so.
· Report any changes in the client’s condition and any safety concerns to your supervisor as soon as possible. 
· Do not use extension cords with an oxygen concentrator.

· When using an oxygen concentrator, do not place it in a tight, confined space. Concentrators need at least 6 inches (15 cms) or more, all the way around as they are pulling the air from the room into the system through the side filters and need to vent and dissipate heat.
· Check for a smoke detector particularly room where oxygen is used. Ask client to check or have a family member check to ensure working.

· Look and if not found, ask client or family member if there is an ABC fire extinguisher, in case of fire. 
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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