	Propane Safety

	Hazards Identified


	· Carbon monoxide poisoning

· Fire 

· Explosion

	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment
	· None recommended



	Hazard-Specific Training
	· Propane Safety Talk

· Fire Safety Training

· Fire Extinguisher Training

· WHMIS 2015 training, refresher as needed

	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Propane Leak Safety Procedure

· Propane SDS

· Fire Extinguishers Practice and Procedure
· Fire Safety Procedure

	Safe Work Practice

	Introduction:

Propane is a liquid fuel stored under pressure and usually is vaporized to a gas before it leaves the tank. It is an odourless, colorless gas that is extremely flammable when mixed with oxygen and can be ignited by many sources, including open flames, smoking materials, electrical sparks, and static electricity.  Severe freeze burn or frostbite can result if propane liquid comes in contact with your skin.  Propane vapor is heavier than air and if a leak occurs, will ‘pool’ in low-lying areas. It is not harmful to soil or ground water.
Propane supplied to residential homes has a smell added (rotten egg smell), so that it can more easily be detected if a leak occurs.

· Be alert for the odour of propane when around a gas appliance or container.

· The appliance pilot has a safety device. If the client says he/she is having trouble keeping it lit, do not use the appliance. The safety device may be warning of a problem. The client or family member should call a service technician.

· Never force any appliance control.  If you cannot operate the knobs, switches or buttons by hand, do not use the appliance.  Let the client or family member know that you cannot use the appliance until it is serviced.  Never tamper with the controls.

· If you smell propane or propane is leaking into the home, do not turn on or off light switches, appliances, flashlights or thermostats and do not use the telephone or cell phone.  A spark from one of these could ignite the gas.  Leave the home and when you are a safe distance away from propane source or at a neighbor’s home, dial 911.
· Do not light matches or create any other source of ignition and do not light or try to re-light any appliances.  Leave this job to the propane supplier.

· Keep combustibles, such as curtains, potholders, paper, cleaning fluids, etc., away from any energy source, including gas and electric appliances where they may cause a fire.

· Know where the fire extinguisher is kept in case you have to use it. 

· Know and follow the Fire Safety Procedure and  Fire Extinguisher Safe Work Practice and Procedure
· When using a propane stove, the flame should be blue in color.  If you see yellow flames, or notice significant amounts of soot on any surface, the gas may not be burning completely.  Turn off stove and ask client or family member to contact a service technician. 

· Do not use a cooking appliance as a space heater. Propane devices that are not working properly or are not well ventilated can produce carbon monoxide, a colourless, odourless and extremely toxic gas that can lead to unconsciousness or death.  
· Symptoms of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning are: 
· Headache and tightness across the forehead and temples;

· Weakness, dizziness, nausea and/or drowsiness;

· Confusion or impaired judgment;

· Loss of muscular control;

· Watering and smarting of the eyes;

· Shortness of breath; and, 

· Loss of consciousness
· If you think you are experiencing carbon monoxide poisoning symptoms, get into the fresh air immediately.  Assist your client to exit the home too, if it is safe to do so.  
· Review the Propane SDS sheet for first aid information.
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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