	Propane Leak Safety

	Hazards Identified


	· Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

· Fire 

· Explosion

	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment


	· None recommended

	Hazard-Specific Training
	· Propane Safety Talk
· WHMIS Training and Annual Refresher
· Fire Safety Training

	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Propane Safety Practice
· Propane SDS
· Fire Safety Procedure

· Fire Extinguishers Practice and Procedure

	Safe Work Procedure

	Introduction:
Propane is a safe, clean-burning, and versatile fuel when properly used. In its natural form, propane is colorless and odorless.  To make propane easier to detect in case of a leak or spill, manufacturers add a chemical compound to give it a distinctive smell (rotten egg smell). Leaking propane is heavier than air and will flow to low-lying areas.
Never assume that the odor of gas is a sign that the tank is running low.  If you smell gas in the house or the alarm signals, immediately do the following:

If you smell gas, ACT FAST! 
     If no flames or sparks:
· Immediately put out all smoking materials and other open flames.  
· Do not operate lights, appliances, telephones, or cell phones. Sparks from these sources can trigger an explosion or a fire.

· Exit the home immediately and move upwind away from the smell!

· Assist the client outside and away from the house too, if it is safe for you to do. (leave the door and windows opened)

· If someone is present that is knowledgeable about propane, he/she should shut off the gas supply at the outside tank.

· Call 911 from the closest neighbor’s home or other nearby building away from the home / gas leak.
· Stay with your client, away from the house, upwind to the smell, until the problem has been corrected by a qualified service technician, or a family member relieves you.

· Notify your Supervisor and document the incident as soon as safely possible.

Remember:

· Do Not turn light switches, appliances, flashlights or thermostats on or off, and do not use the telephone or cell phone.  A spark from one of these could ignite the gas.

· Do Not light matches or create any other source of ignition and do not light or try to re-light any appliances.  Leave this job to the propane supplier.

· Do Not re-enter the building, until the problem has been corrected.
· Propane devices that are not working properly or are not well ventilated can produce carbon monoxide, a colorless, odorless, and extremely toxic gas.
· Carbon Monoxide poisoning can cause brain damage and can lead to unconsciousness or death.

The symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are:

· Headache and tightness across the forehead and temples;
· Weakness, dizziness, nausea and/or drowsiness;
· Confusion or impaired judgment;

· Loss of muscular control;
· Watering and smarting of the eyes;
· Shortness of breath; and, 

· Loss of consciousness

First Aid: 

If your client or someone is having discomfort after having contact with propane:

· Move them to fresh air and keep them warm and calm.
· In all cases, seek emergency medical care – dial 911.
· If they have breathed in propane vapour, perform artificial respirations if breathing is difficult or not present.

First Aid:
If exposed to liquid propane, it can freeze the skin or eyes.
Use warm water to:
· Treat frostbite-affected skin

· Flush eyes

· Remove clothing frozen to skin

· Review the Propane SDS sheet for first aid information.
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Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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