	Refueling Vehicles

	Hazards Identified


	· Highly Flammable

· Poisonous

· Explosive

	Hazard-Specific Personal Protective Equipment
	· None Identified

	Hazard-Specific Training
	· WHMIS training and annual refresher

· Follow directions as listed on each gas pump when refueling vehicle

	Related Safe Work Practices and Procedures
	· Gasoline and Diesel SDS

	Safe Work Practice

	Introduction:

Fueling your vehicle is generally not completed while working.  The expectation is that privately owned vehicles will be refueled before beginning work or after completion of work duties.  

Due to the slight chance of having to refuel during your work day, a safe practice has been developed to assist you in remaining as safe as possible.  Your safety at all times is very important to us. 

· Drive slowly into the service area, watching closely for people entering and exiting the service station.
· Make sure your vehicle is properly position with the gas tank cover facing the fuel pump.
· Park on the outside of the pump if you are driving a truck, to avoid obstructing the service attendant’s view of the pumps.
· Always turn off your engine.
· Pump fuel according to the procedure outlined on that particular gas station’s pump.

· Do not smoke, light matches or lighters while refueling or parked at the service island. All it takes is enough oxygen and a source of ignition to cause a violent explosion.
· Keep cell phones and other electronic equipment turned off while refueling. Electrical devices are a potential ignition sources for fumes. Phones are also a distraction. Note: there are no documented cases that link cell phones to fires at service stations.

· Static electricity can provide a spark which can ignite fuel vapors and cause a flash fire. Before touching the fuel pump, touch metal on the car with your bare hand. (I.e. car door). This will remove the static charge.

· If a fire from static occurs while refueling, back away from the vehicle. Do not remove the nozzle from your gas tank. Alert the station attendant and shut off the pump by pressing the emergency shut off button.

· Do not reenter your vehicle while refueling as you can develop a static charge.  If you must reenter your vehicle, touch something metal on your car (i.e. car door) BEFORE touching the fuel pump / nozzle.

· Keep your face away from the nozzle to prevent breathing in of fuel vapors. Inhaled gasoline vapors can cause dizziness, vomiting, unconsciousness, and even death if inhaled in strong concentrations.
· Keep gasoline away from your eyes and skin; it may cause irritation.
· Wash your hands and any areas of your skin that have been in contact with fuel, with warm water, and soap. Gasoline removes the natural oils and can case the skin to crack.
· Do not jam open the nozzle – this is illegal and dangerous.
· Ease up on the nozzle when filling the top half of gas tank.
· Do not over-fill or top-off your vehicle tank.
· Do not boost a vehicle battery while parked at the pump island.
NOTE:

IT IS ILLEGAL TO:

· Smoke within 7.5 meters (25 feet) of a gasoline pump including the inside of a vehicle

· Refuel a vehicle with the engine running

· Buy or sell gasoline or diesel fuel that has been pumped into an unapproved container

· Jam a pump nozzle open when refueling at a self-serve station

When Filling A Portable Container:
If it is necessary to fill a portable container with fuel  I.e. You have run out of gas and need to transport fuel to your vehicle:

· Always set containers on the concrete or asphalt to get rid of any static electricity build-up.
· Insert the nozzle completely into the container’s neck with the metal of the nozzle resting on the plastic and ease up on the nozzle when half-full.  

· Allow the pump to automatically shut off and do not attempt to ‘top-up’ the tank  (The fuel needs room for expansion).
· Use the proper cap with the approved container and keep tightly closed. 

· If fuel is spilled on the container, make sure it has evaporated before placing it in a vehicle or enclosed space.
· Transport the container in a secure, upright position, where it cannot tip or slide. Handle with care.
· Do not use fuel other than for the purpose it is intended.
· Never siphon fuel by mouth. If fuel is swallowed, call 911 immediately. Do not induce vomiting.
· Store empty gasoline containers in a well-ventilated area away from heat and ignition sources.  Vapors can still be released and catch fire.
· Never leave a gasoline container in direct sunlight or in the trunk of a car.
If Fuel Is Spilled:

      Spilled On Clothing:

· Remove gasoline-soaked clothing immediately – slowly and after soaking with water – to avoid igniting from a static charge.
· Take a shower with warm (not hot) water and soap.

· Air soiled clothing outside for 24 hours then wash with lots of soapy, lukewarm water.
      Splashed In Your Eyes:

· Immediately flush with water for fifteen minutes and get medical help.
Spilled In An Enclosed Area:

· Ventilate the area at once.
· Avoid breathing in the vapors.
· If a small fuel spill, put on gloves and wash spill area with soapy water.
· If a large fuel spill, leave area immediately and call the fire department.


	References:


	American Petroleum Institute. Staying Safe At the Pump.  Washington D.C. USA. February 2005.   Internet: www.api.org.
Emory University, Environmental Health and Safety Office. Safety Toolbox Training – The Hazards of Static Electricity and Gas Pump Fires. May 2010. Internet Document: http://www.ehso.emory.edu/content-guidelines/ToolboxTraining_%20StaticElecGasFires.pdf
Energy API: Safety at the Pump: Energy Tomorrow Radio Podcast.  November 26, 2007. Internet: http://www.api.org/aboutoilgas/energysafely/safety-at-the-pump.cfm
ExonMobil. Safety At The Pump. ExxonMobil Fuels. September 2002. Internet:  www.exxonmobil.com or www.pei.org
Shell Canada: Gasoline Facts. August, 2015. Internet: http://www.shell.ca/en/products-services/in-the-home/fuel-safety.html

Shell Canada:  Fuel Safety Basics. Internet: August, 2015.  http://www.shell.ca/en/products-services/in-the-home/fuel-safety.html
Shell Canada:  Safety at the Station. The law and gasoline. August, 2015.  Internet: http://www.shell.ca/en/products-services/in-the-home/fuel-safety.html

Shell Canada. Shell Helps With Gasoline Safety: Pamphlet available at Shell Service Stations. Nova Scotia, Canada. September 2002.




Note: This safe work practice (SWP) has been provide by Lunenburg Home Support and is intend as a guide for you to develop your organization’s SWP.
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